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 Introduction
 

1.

 Climate change is the most significant issue facing the world
today. The ever-increasing level of greenhouse gases in the Earth’s
atmosphere, which trap heat within the atmosphere and lead to a
higher average global temperature, has largely altered Earth’s
climate and adversely affected ecosystems across the globe.
Environmental crises such as increasing fossil fuel combustion,
extreme weather events, rising temperatures, water and food
insecurity, ocean acidification, and rising sea-level, are hurting the
planet’s health while gradually making the Earth inhospitable for
future generations. The climate crisis also has the potential to
disrupt both economic and societal structures that are necessary
for the well-being of current and future generations. These effects
will be felt globally for generations and will undoubtedly
disproportionately impact youth, who will be left to address the
fallout of this crisis throughout the rest of their lives. While a lack
of action could cause climate change to reach irreversible levels
and lead to more frequent and extreme phenomena, taking bold
action sooner rather than later can have a meaningful impact in
slowing down the rate of climate change and minimizing its
effects.One of the main concerns regarding the impact of climate
change on youth is that its impact will worsen over time. As a 

 
consequence, it is the
future generations who
will experience the
impacts of climate
change the most and at
its worst. This
nightmare scenario has
jumpstarted young
people, who are starting
to let their voices be



heard. Greta Thunberg, named Time Magazine’s Person of the Year
in 2019, is just one of the most prominent examples of a young
environmental activist. She is leading from the front by advocating
for more climate change mitigation efforts, including through
legislation. Following her lead, millions of young people around the
world continue to disseminate information about the implications
of climate change and relevant mitigation efforts.  

 The effects of climate change are intensifying with every
generation due to population growth, increased energy usage, and
various positive feedback loops. Millennials are more likely to say
that climate change is a personally important issue to them and
are more likely to be interested in engaging in a political action to
tackle climate change. For example, approximately “six in ten
(59%) Millennials or young adults say they would vote for a
candidate because of their position on global warming, compared
to half or fewer Gen X (48%) and Baby Boomer or older (46%)
adults”(Ballew et al., 2019, para. 3). In addition, Ballew et al. (2019)
stated that about 70% of adults between the ages 18 and 24
indicated that they worry about climate change; in contrast, only
about 56% of adults who are 55 years old or older indicated having
similar concerns.  A 2016 survey of 1,860 people in the United
Kingdom found that 61% were willing to pay $25 a month to
prevent climate-change related deaths in the upcoming years
(Graham 2019). Participants in a 2017 study conducted in Lisbon
and Adelaide, and Australia, were willing to spend just as much
money to prevent negative climate impacts on future generations
as they were to protect themselves (L. Everuss, 2017). Not only are
the youth concerned about their future lives, but it is the impacts
on children and grandchildren that are of great concern for them. 



    2. Involving Youth Voices

In New York City, a grim reminder is present to remind us that
climate change is real and happening as we speak. The Climate
Clock is a graphic reminder on how quickly the planet is
approaching global warming (until it is irreversible), given current
emissions trends. Looking at the clock, one seems to lose hope as
every minute passes by; however, the fight is not over yet. Around
the world, from New York City to the streets of India, young adults
and the youth have protested for a better change in regards to
climate change. Youth are using their voice through peaceful
marches and social media posts to raise awareness to this pressing
issue. An estimated 1.6 million kids in 125 countries hit the streets
during a protest in mid-March of 2019. And a youth-led
demonstration planned worldwide for 20 September could be the
largest climate protest ever (Marris, 2019). Of course, youth
activism on climate change issues have been occurring for years
now. The good news for today, however, is that Dana Fisher, a
sociologist at the University of Maryland in College Park who
studies activism, argues that the current generation of youth are
louder and bolder about their voices being heard than those who
spoke up about climate changes in the previous years. “Young
people are getting so much attention that it draws more young
people into the movement,” she says. 

 



 Oladosu Adenike, a 25-year-old protester in Nigeria stated that in
her home country, global warming “Internally displaced peoples,
increased food price, floods [swept] away farmers′ land, droughts
[affected] the yield of crops, and excessive rainfall [fell].” In
Uganda, 22-year-old Vanessa Nakate, who often protests alone, is
angered, stating that the current youth are cleaning up the mess
the older generation created for the world. As a response, UN
Secretary General António Guterres stated: “My generation has
failed to respond properly to the dramatic challenge of climate
change. This is deeply felt by young people. No wonder they are
angry.” (Marris, 2019). Such platitudes, however, are not enough. It
is important that youth have a say in decision making processes
that have future implications on their well-being; meaning, the
youth should be given opportunities to engage with policy makers
and various stakeholders when it comes to tackling issues that
have an impact on climate change.

    3. Conclusion 
In summary, climate change has been both naturally and
anthropogenically magnified throughout recent years. While
various youth activists are taking direct initiatives to reduce
climate change’s burden on youth and future generations, its
exceedingly harmful consequences continue to be a large concern
for the younger population. The changes in young people’s political
and economic beliefs and interests clearly demonstrate they want
to prioritize initiatives to battle climate change. Despite concerns
of reaching a time in which climate change effects will inevitably
be irreversible, consistent, long-term advocacy efforts initiated by
youth have the potential to ease climate change’s burden on the
planet and make the Earth a more hospitable place for future
generations.

 



References
Ballew, M., Marlon, J., Rosenthal, S., Gustafson, A., Kotcher, J., Maibach, E., &
Leiserowitz, A. (2019). Do younger generations care more about global warming?  
Retrieved May 05, 2021,from
https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/do-younger-generations-
care-more-about-global-warming/

Climate change: An introduction. (2020, September 15). Retrieved May 18, 2021,
from https://www.campaigncc.org/climate_change/introduction

Graham, H. et al. Public Health 174, 110-117 (2019).
L. Everuss et al. J. Sociol. 53, 334–350 (2017).

Majeed, H., & Lee, J. (2017). The impact of climate change on youth depression and
mental health. The Lancet Planetary Health, 1(3). https://doi.org/10.1016/s2542-
5196(17)30045-1 

Marris, E. (2019, September 18). Why young climate activists have captured the
world's attention. from https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-02696-
0#ref-CR1

NASA. (2021, May 10). Climate Change Evidence: How Do We Know? NASA. 
 https://climate.nasa.gov/evidence/. 

Participant Media. (2014, July 11). What is climate change? TakePart. 
 http://www.takepart.com/flashcards/what-is-climate-change/index.html. 

Summary. (n.d.). Retrieved May 18, 2021, from 
https://www.science.org.au/learning/general-audience/science-
booklets/science-climate-change/summary

United Nations. (n.d.). The Climate Crisis – A Race We Can Win. United Nations. 
 https://www.un.org/en/un75/climate-crisis-race-we-can-win. 

Youth for climate action. (2021, March 17). Retrieved May 18, 2021, from 
 https://www.unicef.org/environment-and-climate-change/youth-action

 

Copyright of the United States Youth Forum 
https://www.unitedstatesyouthforum.org/

https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/do-younger-generations-care-more-about-global-warming/
https://www.campaigncc.org/climate_change/introduction
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-02696-0#ref-CR1
https://www.science.org.au/learning/general-audience/science-booklets/science-climate-change/summary
https://www.unicef.org/environment-and-climate-change/youth-action
https://www.facebook.com/USYouthForum
https://www.linkedin.com/company/united-states-youth-forum
https://twitter.com/USYouthForum

